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Message Text 


1 . IDEA PROPOSED IN REFTEL, I.E., WITHDRAWAL OF SYRIANS FROM 
FLASHPOINTS, HAS MERIT. SOMETHING OF THE SORT WAS ALREADY 
IN PROGRESS UNDER RECENT SECURITY ARRANGEMENT WHICH GAVE 
CONTROL OVER MT. LEBANON TO LEBANESE ARMY AND OVER NORTH 
LEBANON TO SYRIANS. SOMETHING ALONG THIS LINE WAS ALSO 
BEGUN TENTATIVELY IN BEIRUT PRIOR TO FAYYADIYAH, BUT THAT 
INCIDENT AND ITS SEQUELS, PLUS MOSLEM AGITATION OVER CON- 
FESSIONAL IMBALANCE IN ARMY, LED TO A RETREAT FROM THE 
IDEA. 
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2. THERE WOULD BE DIFFICULTIES IN APPLYING SUCH AN ARRANGE- 
MENT TO BEIRUT ITSELF, HOWEVER. WE DOUBT THE SYRIANS WOULD 
AGREE TO WITHDRAW FROM EAST BEIRUT AND STILL AGREE TO SURROUND 
SABRA AND CHATILA CAMPS, OR OTHER PARTS OF WEST BEIRUT. WE 
THINK THEY WOULD CONSIDER THAT AS INCONSISTENT WITH THEIR 
VIEW THAT THEY SHOULD BE FREE TO STATION TROOPS ANYWHERE IN 
THE CITY AND THAT THEY ARE HERE TO POLICE CHRISTIANS AS WELL 
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AS PALESTINIANS. WE SUSPECT THEY WOULD CHOOSE TO WITHDRAW 
TOTALLY FROM BEIRUT RATHER THAN JUST POLICE THE PALESTINIANS 
HERE. 

3. SECONDLY, THERE IS PROBLEM OF WHO WOULD REPLACE THEM. 
SARKIS IS AFRAID TO PUT LEBANESE TROOPS ALONG THE CONFRON- 
TATION LINE AND IN WEST BEIRUT BECAUSE HE THINKS THEY WILL 
BE BASHED BY THE PALESTINIANS AND LEFTISTS. WE DO NOT KNOW 
WHETHER THERE ARE ENOUGH NON-SYRIAN TROOPS IN THE ADF TO DO 
THE JOB ALONG THE LINE AND IN WEST BEIRUT IN GENERAL. AN 
INCREASE IN THE SAUDI AND SUDANESE CONTINGENTS WOULD HELP. 

WE DO NOT KNOW HOW REALISTIC A PROSPECT THAT IS. 

4. THIRDLY, THERE IS PROBLEM OF SYRIAN INTENTIONS. ARE THEY 
ONLY RESPONDING TO PROVOCATIONS, DEFENDING THEMSELVES AND 
SEEKING TO DISCIPLINE THE MARONITES IN ORDER TO STRENGTHEN 
SARKIS AS THEY CLAIM, OR DO THEY SEEK TO DESTROY THE PHA- 
LANGE AND CHAMOUNIST MILITARY CAPABILITY IN BEIRUT? ARE THEY 
SEEKING LIMITED, SPECIFIC POLITICAL GOALS OR ARE THEY 
WORKING TOWARDS THE EVENTUAL TAKEOVER OF LEBANON. OR IS THE 
SAVAGERY OF THEIR BOMBARDMENTS ON JULY 1, 2, AND 3 MERELY 
RIFAAT ASSAD TAKING REVENGE AGAIN FOR EHDEN? (WE ASSUME THE 
BEKAA MASSACRE WAS HIS FIRST BLOW IN THAT RESPECT.) WE WOULD 
LIKE TO THINK THAT THEY ARE ONLY RESPONDING TO PROVOCATIONS, 
BUT THE SPEED AND MAGNITUDE OF THEIR RESPONSE TO SOME FAIRLY 
ROUTINE EVENTS, BY LOCAL STANDARDS, MAKES US WONDER. IF THEY 
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ARE AFTER SOMETHING BIGGER, THEY ARE NOT GOING TO BE INTER 
ESTED IN SOMETHING LESSER. 

5. IN ANY EVENT, WILL TRY TO DISCUSS WITH BOUTROS AT FIRST 
OPPORTUNITY. PARKER 
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